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Welcome to the half-termly Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
newsletter for Hillborough Junior School.

THIS MONTH'S
TOPICS:

e Social communication difficulties
and Speech and Language
information

e How to support a child with
communication difficulties at
home

e Support groups for parents

e Jargon buster glossary

COMMUNICATION
SUPPORT

Some great websites to look at for
information are:

Luton Speech and Language therapy
service -
https://childspeechbedfordshire.nhs.
uk/

Speech and langauge support -
https://sltforkids.co.uk/speech-
clinic/speech-language-and-
communication-problems-we-
help/social-communication-
difficulties/

your chilg's ¢

Whelan Who js the SENCO



What can we do to help?

If your child has social communication difficulties due to a
diagnosis of Autism or ADHD, there are lots of things that we
put in place in school to support them. Some of these things are:

- Social Skills groups where we work on how to communicate
with others in a social situation, take turns, conversation skills,
etc.

- Small Block Model Building sessions where they work with 2
other pupils, one of whom is a role model for them, and they
work as a team with set roles to build something using blocks.
- Individual Education Plan (IEP) targets based on
communication that they will work on in school and at home.

If your child has a speech and language difficulty, we may refer
them to the Speech and Language Therapy service (SALT).

When they are referred, the service will ask questions about the
child's speech and how developed it is, whether they have
difficulty with any particular sounds, whether they have a
stammer, and whether they have any communication problems.

A referral is not a quick process and requires a long form with
lots of information on it. When it is sent, it may take a few weeks
before we have a reply, and there may also be a waiting list for
the service.

If they are accepted by the service, they will be visited in
school by a therapist who will regularly observe and work with
them. They will produce a report with targets on for them to
work on. We work on these in school, but we also as that you
work on them at home as well. This will give your child the best
possible chance of improvement. Some of their targets may be
used in an Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Children's Speech and Language Therapy in Luton and
¥ Bedfordshire
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Here are two of the many thmgs we do to support speech and Ianguage in

school.
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What

What coleur is 117
Where s it?
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3 What IS Colourful Semantlcs'P
§ Colourful semantics is an approach created by Alison Bryan. Itis aimed at helping children to
develop their grammar but it is rooted in the meaning of words (semantics),

Colourful semantics reassembles sentences by cutling them up into their thematic rales and then
B colour eodes them,

& The approach has 4 key colour coded stages. There are further stages for adverbs, adjectives,
conjunctions and negatives.
1

o 'WHO - Orange
o WHAT DOING — Yellow
° WHAT - Green
° WHERE - Bluge

| semantics can be used to help




Activity for home

There are lots of things you can do at home to support your child's
language development. Why not try using these conversation starter
cards? Encourage them to make a choice and explain their answer to you.
You can choose too! Can you think of any more or make your own cards
together?

Who is your faverite superhera? Why? Do you prefer pasta or pizza? Why?

Would you rather read a book or do your
homework? Why?

Do you prefer ice cream or chocolote If you could fly, what would you do? Why?
coke? Why?

A great set of fun books that would support conversation and
making choices are these..

ol elow
f . 5 P |HHH el

N:cl: Bimr:ntt ﬁppu Gnndh,urt
A NEW ETORY EVERY TIME - what will TOU CHOOSES

- AR



Special Educationa
Needs and/or
Disabilities

Education, Health and
Care Plan (a legal
document that is only
needed in a tiny number

. ... of cases.

English as an
Additional Language -
where a person speaks
another language at

"home.
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Educational
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Individual Educaton
Plan which will have
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